


access to gender-

affirming healthcare
for transgender 

 minors in Florida is
under attack

NOTE: This is a REVISED VERSION OF THIS GUIDE! 
Critical Update: Due to an error in the email address listed on
the Notice, the Florida Board of Osteopathic Medicine's public

comment period is remaining open until December 28th. 
(1) If you already submitted your comment to the email address

listed on the original Notice (Danielle.Terrell@flhealth.com)
please resend your comment via email to the correct email

address (Danielle.Terrell@flhealth.gov). 
(2) If you have not yet submitted a comment to the Board of

Osteopathic Medicine, please do so before Dec. 28th!



ATTEntion: 



The Florida Board of Medicine and board of
Osteopathic Medicine published Proposed Rules
to establish a new "standard of care" for the
treatment of gender dysphoria in minors. 
These proposed rules would restrict doctors'
ability to provide medically necessary gender-
affirming care to transgender minors in the
state of Florida. 

click the links to read the proposed rules
themselves

                Board of medicine           Board of osteopathic medicine 




WHAT?

https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/View_notice.asp?id=26536986
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6283b20d7013340d81fd360f/t/639138eb5840e20a191ccd35/1670461675832/Proposed+Rule+64B15-14.014.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6283b20d7013340d81fd360f/t/639138eb5840e20a191ccd35/1670461675832/Proposed+Rule+64B15-14.014.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6283b20d7013340d81fd360f/t/639138ef0fb18453d301af3c/1670461679796/Proposed+Rule+64B8-9.019.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6283b20d7013340d81fd360f/t/639138eb5840e20a191ccd35/1670461675832/Proposed+Rule+64B15-14.014.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6283b20d7013340d81fd360f/t/639138ef0fb18453d301af3c/1670461679796/Proposed+Rule+64B8-9.019.pdf





When?
The Proposed Rules were published on November 14, 2022
in the Florida Administrative Register and the 21-day
public comment period began on November 14th and
ended on December 5, 2022.

update: due to an error on the notice of proposed
rule published by the Board of osteopathic
medicine, the public comment period for voicing
your opposition to that hamrful proposed rule 
 (Rule 64B15-14.014) is now extended through
december 28, 2022! 

                                  
                                    NOtice!! UPdate!! 



If you submitted your comment to the email address that was
incorrect as listed on the Nov. 14th Notice of Proposed Rule

(Danielle.Terrell@flhealth.com) please resend it to the
correct email address as listed on the Dec. 7th Notice of

Correction (Danielle.Terrell@flhealth.gov) 
*

Note the difference is .com versus .gov

For folks who already submitted their comments:

Email your comment before December 28th!



For folks who have not yet submitted their comment:



You didn't miss your chance! 

You have until December 28th to speak out! you can stand up for
the rights of transgender youth to access safe, effective,

medically necessary healthcare by submitting a public comment
opposing the Board of Osteopathic Medicine's proposed rule.










You can also submit your comment through the portal
created by our partner organization, equality florida aT:

https://bit.ly/3u3kdtd       




how?

https://bit.ly/3u3kdtd
https://act.eqfl.org/a/bom-gender-affirming-care-custom?emci=418f11dc-5b67-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&emdi=624e5857-5d67-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&ceid=5403051


The Boards consist of individuals who are appointed by the Governor
The Board of Medicine governs the practice of  M.D.s (doctors of
medicine) in the state of Florida.
The Board of Osteopathic Medicine governs the practice of D.O.'s
(doctors of osteopathic medicine) in the state of Florida.
The Boards can promulgate rules to establish standards of practice and
standards of care (Florida Statutes 458.331(1)(v) & 459.015(1)(z)) 

BOTH rules prohibit doctors from providing therapies and procedures,
including surgical procedures, that are performed for the treatment of
gender dypshoria in minors. 
BOTH rules allow for any minor who is already being treated with puberty
blocking medications or hormone therapies prior to the effective date of
this rule to continue with such therapies.
The Board of Osteopathic Medicine's Proposed Rule (64B15-14.014) has
an exception where D.O.'s can prescribe blockers or hormones to
prospective patients (i.e. minors who had not yet begun receiving such
care prior to the effective date of the rule), as long as the patient is
enrolled in an IRB approved clinical trial at a Florida medical school.
The Board of Medicine's Proposed Rule (64B8-9.019) does not contain a
similar exception for M.D.'s.

the boards: an overview

What's the difference between the two proposed rules? 



quick facts



Gender dysphoria is a serious medical condition, the diagnosis of which is
codified in the American Psychiatric Association’s “DSM-5”
Gender dysphoria, if left untreated, may result in debilitating anxiety,
severe depression, self-harm, and even suicidality. The longer a person
goes without appropriate treatment for gender dysphoria, the greater
the risk of severe harm to their health and well-being.
Treatment for gender dysphoria is provided pursuant to well-
established guidelines, developed through decades of research and
clinical practice. Like all medical care, treatment for gender dysphoria
is individualized and based on the needs of the patient.
For more than four decades, medical organizations have studied and
created evidence-based standards for the treatment of gender
dysphoria. These guidelines are published by the world professional
association for transgender health ("wpath") and the endocrine society,
and are supported by every major medical association in our country. 
for minors with gender dysphoria, The precise treatments are determined
by a team of medical professionals, including mental health providers, in
collaboration with the patient and the patient’s parents or guardians. 




the state should not stand between  
doctors,  patients,  & parents !



quick facts




